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AbstractThe Crystallographic Binary File (CBF) is an electronic file supporting the efficient storage of large quantities of experimental data in a self-describing binary format. Its primary function is to handle large image data sets within laboratories and for interchange between collaborating groups. Except for embedded binary data segments, the format is derived from that of the pure-ASCII Crystallographic Information File (CIF), so that all suitable CIF data items describing the crystallographic experiment and description of any structural results may be included. Embedding of binary data fields makes use of Internet standard MIME headers to facilitate the identification and handling of separate binary components. Where file size or efficiency of processing are not important, the embedded binary data may be ASCII-encoded according to a specified protocol. The resultant file, containing only ASCII character data, is fully compatible with CIF and is known as an image-supporting crystallographic information file (imgCIF). This chapter describes in detail the structure and format of CBF and imgCIF representations, and explains how to convert from one format to the other.







 
                

                Access, prices and ordering


                International Tables for Crystallography is available online as a full set of volumes through Wiley.

                		
                                	
                                        Guided tour of International Tables Online
                                    
	
                                        Purchase International Tables Online
                                    
	
                                        Terms and conditions of use
                                    
	
                                        Contact details for International Tables Online
                                    


                            


                If you have already registered and are using a computer listed in your registration details, please email support@iucr.org for assistance.




                About International Tables for Crystallography


                International Tables for Crystallography is the definitive resource and reference work for crystallography. The multi-volume series comprises articles and tables of data relevant to crystallographic research and to applications of crystallographic methods in all sciences concerned with the structure and properties of materials.


                

                
                    © International Union of Crystallography
                    	
                                    
                                         | home | resources | advanced search | purchase | contact us | terms of use | help | 
                                    

                                


                

                
                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                

            

        

        
        
    