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AbstractThe STAR File is a general-purpose data format that explicitly tags data values with identifiers, allowing them to be extracted and manipulated without needing to conform to a particular data model. Star_Base is a powerful stand-alone program that parses STAR Files and extracts specific items according to requests formulated in a simple, flexible but powerful query language. Several examples of its use are described, illustrating how the context of a data item is returned along with its value. Star.vim and StarMarkUp are applications for editing and browsing STAR Files. Some libraries and object classes for STAR and generalized CIF applications are also reviewed.
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